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Southville Centre hosting Big Society Capital  

visit by Nick Hurd MP 
The Southville Centre, a pioneering, Bristol-based social enterprise, will welcome Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society on Monday 12th of September.  
The Bristol-based social enterprise, which has been established for 20 years, will host Mr Hurd where he, along with Nick O’Donohoe (Big Society Capital CEO) will tour the Centre visiting the nursery and the older people’s day care group.  Mr Hurd and Mr O’Donohoe will then join the meeting where the aim of the event will be to explain the aims of the Big Society Capital (formerly known as the Big Capital Bank) and to provide social enterprises with the opportunity to voice their issues and investment needs to representatives of social investment banks such as Triodos. 
The Southville Centre is an ideal venue for the meeting having made the transition in the last few years from being a mostly publically-funded community centre, reliant on good-will and volunteering, to today generating over 99% of its income through becoming a community-owned business managed and operated with a professional infrastructure. 

The centre became a Social Enterprise Mark Holder in 2009, using this business model, which values the generation and retention of wealth, financially, socially and environmentally, in and for its community. It is a shining example of a community hub, with function rooms are used by hundreds of organisations and individuals for clubs and events, a sought after nursery and out-of-school care service, as well as a cafe which offers a place for the community to meet and relax. 

Dr Simon Hankins, Chief Executive Officer of the Southville Community Development Association (SCDA), the trust that runs The Southville Centre commented;
“By the minister honouring us by having us host a meeting that will seek to understand the particular needs of entrepreneurial social enterprises within the Southville Centre, I believe that he is validating the fact that we are a real-life example of a highly successful social enterprise; we will be able to contribute meaningfully to the discussions and debates because we have lived, and are living, with exactly those issues.”

The organisation operates from its building on Beauley Road in Southville, and is totally committed to being a pioneering social enterprise, generating financial, environmental and social wealth for the area and Bristol as a whole. 
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